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English litany into the churches as revolu-
tionary measures. The nearest approach to
the future made by Henry (save the great
suppression, with which some proceedings of
the Emperor Charles V., Papalist as he was,
are comparable) was the destruction of shrines
and images, as objects of superstition. But
this was in the spirit of the Renaissance as
much as in that of the Reformation; with
the spread of the temper in which Erasmus
had visited Canterbury pilgrimages would
soon have ceased. So the great experiment of
conservative churchmanship without the Pope
was consistently and mercilessly carried out
during Henry's life. There was intellectual
sincerity on his part; moral and spiritual
sincerity also in the better men who co-oper-
ated with him. But the experiment was
doomed to failure, for the world had not been
standing still. Luther's doctrine had spread
in England, in spite of burnings, and not
Luther's doctrine only.

Straj^ge exaggerations of teaching had
arisen in the ferment of thought that he had
awakened; but however the new preachers
might vary, they were at one in their hatred
of Rome, which stood in their eyes for the
denial of Christianity. From the Low Coun-
tries such doctrine passed into England, and